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“A Better Way Forward” 
  
I’m Jennifer Virden, and I’m running to be a moderate, fiscally responsible voice, who will bring 
much needed diversity of thought to the Austin City Council!  If you’re in District 10, your vote for 
me this November means that you, like me, will not stand for one more world-class financial 
boondoggle like Project Connect.  Just as important, I believe we need a new direction in 
dealing with our exploding homelessness problem.   

City government shouldn’t pander to the will of a vocal few by implementing policies that disable 
our vital first responders.  Reckless de-funding of critical municipal core services threatens the 
very order of society and the safety of our community.  We should value our police officers, not 
demonize them.  The Austin Police Department’s overall track record is one of consistent 
community service - they shouldn’t be judged by a few exceptional situations.  How can a 
dedicated, hometown police chief be a hero one year and a problem the next without just 
cause?  Virtually overnight, our city became frighteningly less safe by a reckless, unanimous 
City Council vote.  A period of civil unrest, a pandemic, and economic turmoil is no time to 
experiment with crucial core public safety services.  We need a carefully thought out, holistic 
approach to public safety (police, fire and EMS).  It’s time for more critical thinking and less 
“reimagining.”  

Bad policy enacted by our current City Council is so flagrant that it’s become impossible to 
ignore.  Signs of its failed initiatives are evident all over our city.  What’s at stake is whether or 
not we Austinites have the desire, or can even afford to, continue building our lives in this world-
class city; the time for real change is NOW!  There is a better way forward.  

I’m a native Austinite, and have lived in what is now District 10 for almost all of my 53 years.  I 
remember when “Don’t mess with Texas” and “Keep Austin Weird” were first coined.  Austin 
was just beginning to hit its stride; everyone wanted to live here.  We were a special, desirable 
place with a reasonable cost of living and abundant natural resources scaled to our 
population.  Rather than encourage high density development that disregards property rights 
and stresses our parks, greenbelts and creeks, we should implement thoughtful growth policies 
to protect what makes us special.  Densifying our city at the expense of our park-like traditional 
neighborhoods, is a step backward that diminishes our quality of life.  Let’s “Keep Austin, 
Austin,” and stop heading in the direction of Portland, Seattle, and San Francisco. 

Repayment of existing City debt has reached over $10,000 per citizen.  Close to a billion dollars 
of approved, but not-yet-issued debt, promises an untenable increase in our taxes.   A ‘big, 
bold” mobility bond that was sold to this community four years ago has failed to fulfill its promise 
of traffic congestion relief and is over a BILLION dollars short to complete.  Shouldn’t we finish 
what we begin, before diving into yet another laughably “transformative” expedition based on 
the same, stale promises?  Our city’s answer to every challenge appears to be “borrow, spend, 
and tax more”; reckless spending ISN’T leadership.  Doubling our indebtedness and imposing a 
huge tax increase at a time people are hurting, is tone deaf and will leave little headroom for 
future needs.  A recent Moody’s change in outlook of our city’s financial status is a troubling 
sign. 



Our council will be asking us on November 3rd to vote on ANOTHER dubious transit plan, with 
a price so astronomical that even if it could somehow achieve its promised “mobility utopia,” you 
wouldn’t want it because of its crushing burden on EVERYONE’S rent and home 
ownership.  The ballot language disguises massive costs to intentionally confuse the voters, and 
the cost projections fall far short of what is being reported.  Project Connect promises YET 
ANOTHER unfunded program.  

Proposition A’s whopping 25% city tax increase would take place IMMEDIATELY.  This 
regressive, permanent tax would be collected for almost a decade before the light rail moves a 
single passenger, and it will cost EVERY property owner thousands of dollars.  In the interim, 
this community will receive nothing but declining affordability, displacement, and 
disruption.  This scheme is founded on supposed federal funding that is little more than a hope, 
with no commitment or guarantee - NONE!  

We are supposed to be a progressive, tech-based city, yet our City leadership appears oblivious 
to the technological revolution in transportation that will literally make its transit plan “Obsolete 
before Complete.”  COVID-19 has diminished traffic congestion, fueled a shift to work-from-
home, and decimated our already miniscule public transit ridership.  Over 80% of the proposed 
spending is for a central city trolley that would serve less than 1% of our region’s mobility, sold 
with specious promises of congestion and climate change relief - hardly a wise 
“investment.”  The vacuum of critical questioning is alarming.  Instead we are bombarded with 
slick propaganda funded by taxpayers.  We should be questioning a system so vulnerable to 
pathogens and which does so little – there is a better way forward.  

We simply don’t know the duration of the COVID pandemic, or what pandemics may lie 
ahead.  Council’s inaction illustrates a denial of the virus’ impacts: reduced commerce, 
increased unemployment, decreased revenue and a likely coming wave of evictions that will 
exacerbate our homeless problem. 

The Council’s failed homeless policies have already created a blight on our city perpetuating a 
depressing atmosphere that undermines our image as a vibrant community.  How can we lay 
claim to being a great city when so many are being left behind?  It’s time for REAL solutions to 
the homeless crisis.  Fostering taxpayer dependency and warehousing isn’t 
working.  Resources in our community like Mobile Loaves & Fishes Community First! Village, 
and working hand in hand with all of the non-profits we’re so fortunate to have in Austin, should 
be front and center in our solution to the problem.  We can fix this! 

A little about me:  I’m married to Keith, a Midwesterner from Iowa who got here as fast as he 
could, to pursue a career in high tech.  We have two amazing grown children, who have made 
us empty nesters not too long ago.  I’m an independent real estate broker and remodeling 
general contractor.  My children and I all graduated from Doss Elementary School, Murchison 
Middle School, Anderson High School, UT Austin, and took a few classes at ACC along the 
way.  I didn’t just arrive here in Austin from out of town and decide to try running for City Council 
because I needed a job.  I’m running for this seat because I can no longer watch the decline of 
the city where I was born and raised.  We should run our city government finances just like we 
do our own personal finances – we have to make strategic choices and be proud of our 
willingness to delay gratification on the items we deem to be more wishes than needs.  Let’s get 
our spending under control and stop raising taxes just because it’s become a habit. 

 



On November 3rd we have a real opportunity to alter this council.  We are proud Austinites.  Let’s 
become the city that others aspire to be - not repeat others’ failed policies.  We have to start 
electing representatives who don’t just need a job or a “stepping stone” – they’ve got to have the 
love of Austin in their DNA!  I’m that person for District 10. 

I welcome voters and donors to say hello at jenniferforaustin@gmail.com and visit my official 

campaign website, which is www.JenniferForAustin.com.  If you prefer, please call/text me at 

(512) 658-3468.  Thank you for your support!  Remember:  this is OUR campaign! 
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